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HIS Sermon was, at the 

earneſt Requeſt of ſome 
Friends Preach'd, and by their 
Importunities 1s now made Pub- 
lick : They had heard that I was 
reflected on by ſome, whoſe Aim 
and Study it is to render me odi- 
ous for the {mallServicesI have en- 
deavour'd to do the Government; 
and from whom, I find, lam to 
expect the bittereſt Calumnies 
their Malice can ſuggeſt, becauſe 
[ timely law my Error, in being 
concern'd with Thoſe whole Prin- 
ciples are Inconſiſtent with the In- 


tereſt of the Church of England, 
| A 2 and 


and the 7 roteftant nn wh in 
which conſiſts, theſe Nations, 
Safety, Liberty, and Happineſs, 
The Diſcourſe, as it is, is the 
ſame Verbatim, deliver d from the 
Pulpit ; the Dreſs is mean, but 
the Intention real, to demonſtrate 
my ſincere Repentance, for being 
ſo deeply concerrd and active in 
the late Rebellion; and I ſhall ſtill 
ſtudy to demonſtrate my Loyalty 
and Gratitude, to that Merciful 
Prince, my Royal Soveraign, who 
has Graciouſly given me my Life 
on ſuch eaſy Conditions, the re- 
mainder of which thall be faith- 
obo devoted to His Service. 


Robert Patten, 


GA L. V. . 
Stand faſt therefore in the Liberty 


wherewith Chriſi has made us free, 
and be not entangled again with the 


Joke of Bondage. 


HAT which gave the 
Apoſtle cauſe of uſing 
theſe Words, will e— 
vidently appear from 
the foregoing Chapter, 
where, by Arguments full of Reaſon, 
he ſets forth the true Chriſtian Liber- 

ty, in being deliver'd from the burden 
of the Moſaic Law, and enjoying that 
Freedom which he Preached unto them, 
for which ſome were zealouſly affected: 
But upon the account of his Abſence, 
or ſome other motives, they grew re- 
miſs in that Affection, and ſeem wil- 
ling to go back into their former courſe. 
of living ; but to thoſe that had not 
been byaſled, he addreſſes Matt in 
b 3 theſe 


C6) 
theſe Words, Stand faſt therefore in the 
Liberty wherewith Chriſt has made us free, 
and be not entangled again with the got 
of bondage. As if he had faid, Will 
you again labour under all the Burden 
and Charge of the Ceremonial Law ? 
Have you ſuch an elteem for Circum- 
ciſion which is painful, as to prefer it 
to a pure and contrite Heart which is 
all ſerene and peaceful ! Would you 
repeat the daily facrificing of Bulls, * 
Kids, Doves, Lambs, &c. which is 
chargeable, to the daily works of 
Mercy and Love which are more ac- 
ceptable ! Will you delight your ſelves 
in the outward forms of Waſhing and 
Faſting, by neither of which the Soul 
has any Advantage, rather than make 
the inner Man of the Heart clean from * 
all Worldly Luſts and Appetites, ha- 
ving your Minds pure and fix'd by the 
Birth of the Mefiah, by the Preaching 
of Chriſt, by his Oblation of himſelt ! 
Theſe things are done away, theſe 
things are declar'd againſt, theſe things 
are allied ; therefore ſtand faſt in your 
Duty, be not like your forefathers the 
Land Who being brought out of the 
ad of Egypt by a powerful hand, ha- 
ving {een the Wonders of the Lord 1 
| 1 


of 


EF... 
dividing the Red Sea, and deſtroying 
the Hoſt of Pharoah, in leading them 
by a Cloud by Day, and Fire by Night; 
in Raining Food from Heaven to ſa- 
tisfy their hunger; yet after all theſe 
ſignal Deliverances, and miraculous 
Supports, to deſire to return to the 
. Fleſh-pors of Ezypr, and tamely ſub- 
mit to the ſeverity of their Task- 
maſters, than to go to a Land flowing 
with every thing the Heart can deſire 
in full plenty! Yet ſo frail is human 
Nature, that it ſeems to have a ten- 
dency and propenſity to Affect thoſe 
Things, to Live in thoſe Places, and 
Converſe with thoſe People with 
whom in their younger Years they 
have contracted a Familiarity ; never 
conſidering the Improvement that may 
be made by a farther ſearch after more 
valuable Poſſeſſions, and more Faith- 
ful Friends. Thus we ſee fome fo 
ſtrangely poſſeſſed with the Courſe of 
a mean ſordid Life, that they have not 
the leaſt thought of making their Days 
more Comfortable; thus we ſee ſome 
ſo ſtrongly poſſeſſed with ſome early 
Prejudices in their Judgments, that 
no Arguments can induce a Change; 
you 


you may Convince them by the force. 
of Reaſon, but be wanting to Con- 
vert them: Theſe ſame Difficulties 
ſeem to have had a great ſhare of 


Mens Minds in thoſe early Times of 


the Goſpel; for the People to whom 
it was Preached were rivited in their 
former Superſtition, the Jew as well 


as the Gentile, which too often gave 


occaſion to their unwillingneſs to be- 
come Chriſtians, and as often prevail'd 
with them to Revolt: For a Religion 
that ſeems to gratify the Senſes has 
{till the popular Applauſe; whereas 
the Chriſtian Religion which was Or- 
dain'd by God, the nature of its 
Doctrine was ſuch, as was almoſt im- 
poſſible to eſcape the Frowns and Diſ- 
pleaſure of Men; a Doctrine it was 
that called Men off from Luſts and 
Pleaſures, and offered violence to their 
native Inclinations; that required the 
greateſt {trictneſs and ſeverity of Life, 
| obliged Men to deny themſelves, to 
take up their Croſs and to follow the 
ſteps of à poor Crueified Saviour, and 
that upon little other encouragement 
at preſent, than the Inviſible Rewards 
of another World; it revealed and 


brought 


(9) 
brought to light ſuch Truths as were 
not only contrary to the Principles of 


Mens Education, but many of them 


above the reach of Natural Compre- 
henſion, too deep for the Line of Hu- 
man Reaſon to fathom or find out. | 


Upon theſe and ſuch like Accounts, 
Chriſtianity was ſure to encounter with 
mighty Prejudices, and potent Oppoſi- 
tions; and ſo it did: For no ſooner did 
it make its firſt Appearance, but it was 
every where ſpoken againſt; Princes 
and Potentates, Powers and Policies, 
for ſome Ages, did confederate and 
combine to extirpate and baniſh it out 
_ of the World; and certainly, if Arms 
and Armies, if Strength and Subtilty, 
if Malice and Cruelty, could have ſti- 
fled it, it had been ſmothered in its In- 
fancy and firit Delivery into the World; 
bur notwithſtanding all theſe Oppoliti- 
ons, it ſtill lifted up its Head in triumph, 

and outbraved the fierceſt Storms of 
Perſecution: So true is that, The Blood 
of the Saints was the Seed of the Church, 
A itrict Obſervatioa of theſe Laws 
which Chriſtianity preſcribes, will {till 
enliven the Chriſtian to undergo all 
D TINT that 
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that Envy can invent, or Malice ſuggeſt. 


Let us therefore conſider what this 
Chriſtian Liberty is, wherewith Chriſt 
has made us free. 

It conſiſts in being delivered from that 
Darkneſs which clouded the Minds of 
Men before the Light of the Goſpel 
was deliver'd abroad, and it is vifible 


by the Fruits of the Spirit, which are 


Love, Joy, Peace, Long ſuffering, Gen- 
tleneſs, Goodneſs, Faith, Meekneſs, 


Temperance , againſt ſuch there is 


no Law, v. 22, and 23, in the ex- 


erciſe of which, a Man will find that 
Comfort and Satisfaction, as will 


give Contradiction to all that ſay, that 
Chriſtianity lays any harſh Severities on 
his Nature; but otherwiſe, that no 
Man can enjoy himſelf and the Things 
of this World with that Complacency 
as the Chriſtian does, for he is diſ- 
charged the Practice of all ſuch Things 
and Actions as are diſagreeable, or are 
not ſociable; he is forbid all Feuds and 


Quarrels, not to revenge himſelf, but 


to give place unto Wrath, to let all Bit- 
terneſs and Anger, and Clamour, and 
Evibſpeaking, be put away from us, with 
all Malice; to be kind one to another, 
tender hearted, forgiving one another, 
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even as Chriſt forgave us. Theſe are 


the Laws of Chriſtianity z which when 


ever they are duly entertain'd, produce 
the molt gentle and good natur'd Prin- 
ciples, the moſt innocent and quiet 
Carriage. This viſibly appeared in the 
Life of our Saviour, who was the moſt 
incomparable Inſtance of Kindneſs and 
Civility, of Peace and Quietneſs ; we 
never hear him treat any with Sharp- 
neſs and Severity, but the Scyibes and 
Phariſees, who were a Pack of ſurly, 


malicious, ill- natur'd Fellows, and could 


be wrought upon by no other Method. 
Of ſuch there are too many yet in the 
world, eſpecially this Age, whom Favours 
and Kind neſſes, Protection and Liberty 
cannot gain to be tractable and obedient 
to the Laws of the Church; theſe Men 
are for turning tae Mirtle Tree into a 
Bryar, and the Dove into a Vulture: 
Of ſuch take care. Let your Gravity, 
Sincerity, Modeſty, and Holineſs of 
Lite, ſo conquer all Oppoſitions, that 
none dare beſpatter itz; tor no Religion 
has more Truth, is more uſeful and 
powerfully juſt than this, which renders 
Men Meek, Speakers of Truth, Modeſt, 


Chaſt, Charitable, Kind and Helpful to 


B 2 all, 


O12) 

all, as if moſt nearly related to us, and 
indeed this is the genuine and natural 
Tendency of the Chriſtian Doctrine, 
which it cannot but effect, where-ever it 
is kindly embraced and entertained 3 
for no Chriſtian can be a bad Man, un- 
leſs he be a Hypocrite ; there is a vaſt 
Difference betwixt the Crime and the 
Name, the Opinion and the Truth, 
for they are not all Chriſtians that are 
called ſo, but cheat others by the Pre- 
tence of a Name; which brings me to 
conſider the latter part of my Text, 
Be not eatangled again with the Yoke of 
Bondage: That is, give not your ſelves 
up to be led into thoſe Corruptions of 
Nature, thoſe Errors in Doctrine and 
Faith, which formerly had too great 
Intereſt in the Church; for a Life con- 
tormable to the Doctrine of Chriſtianity, 
as you may now enjoy it in the Church, 
will ſet you at Liberty, out of Danger 
of ever returning into ancient Errors, 
or comply ing with modern ones; for if 
you return to the old, or encline to the 
new, both are alike deſtructive, and 
have proved ſo to this Church and Na- 
tion; but as the Apoſtle ſpeaks in the 
10th Verſe of this Chapter, I have Con- 

: 8 fidence 
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fidence in you that you will be now other- 
wiſe inclined ; but he that troubleth you 
ſhall hear his Judgment whoſoever he be. 


Conſider therefore the eſtabliſhed 
Religion of the Church of Exg/and to 
be in Doctrine the ſame that our Savi. 
our taught, the ſame preached by the 
Apoſtles, and confirmed by the firſt 
Five General Councils, till ſuch time 
when ſome aſpiring Minds could not 

live peaceably under the Civil Govern- 
ment, unleſs that was likewiſe part of 
their Truſt, and then to make the 
greater ſhew, to add to their Ambition, 
Pomp; to their Avarice, Riches; to 
their Government, large Dominions; 
they baſely contrived that the Chriſtian 
Religion ſhould be ſubſervient to all 
their Ends, Plots and Ambition, and ſo 
of that pure and unſpotted Spouſe of 
Chriſt, they dreſſed an Idol ſuitable to 
promote their Intereſt, and to anſwer 
all their Ends in Luſt and Ambition: 
They made her a Proſtitute to all, and 
in {ſhort ſo loaded her with new Inven- 
tions, and robb'd her of her Beauty, 
that very little was left but the Name; 
for her Doctrine was not to be found 
in 


(14) 
in the Practice, neither of Prieſt nor 
People: But at laſt the Burthen of ſuch 
Avarice, under ſuch ſpecious Pretences 
as thoſe Impoſtures uſed, was at length 
diſcovered to be Fraud and Cheat; for 
Wealth was the Thing aimed at, by 
which the Agents might be able to ſup- 
port in ſtrength one to defend them; 
an univerſal Monarch. The Intention 
being viſible, and the Plot diſcovered 
People began to enquire after the Goo 
Old Way, to ſearch after Liberty, which 
got footing in this Land under the 
indaeſs of its Princes; then the facred 
Oracles of Truth were allowed to be 
read by People of all forts, having for 
many Generations been lock'd up in an 
unknown Tongue, hearing no more of 
them than what were applied to ſup- 
port blind Superitition, theſe being read 
y all, it was ſoon thought adviſeable 
to baniſh the old Superitition, and to 
ſet up Church Communion, which was 
carried on ſo in this Nation, as no other 
People could ever yet beſpatter; for all 
the Steps in our Reformation were car- 
ried on by a legal Power, until it was 
formed into what it now eis, the molt 
agreeable to the Primitive Conſtitution 
. ot 


. 

of any National Church in the World; 
retaining no old Superſtitions, nor taking 
in any new Human Inventions; keep- 
ing exactly to the Apoſtles Rule, that 
all Things might be done according to 
Decency and Order. As ſhe then is the 
moſt Orthodox, why ſhould any deſire 
ro return to be entangled again with 
the Yoke of Bondage ? Why ſhould 

any deſire to fee fo pure and regular 
a Conſtitution brought under a Cloud, 
or made the Prey of a watchful Ene- 
my ? But as there is little fear of ever 
returning 1ato ſo groſs Superſtition, if 
her Members will ſtand faſt in their 
Liberty; ſo there is as much Caution 
ro be uſed againſt an Enemy nearer 
home, nearer in her Principles, but as 
diſtant as the other in her Practices: So 
Orthodox are they in that, ſo far do 
they agree, that their Emulation con- 
ſiſts in the Churches Deſtruction. How 
ſenſible every one may be of this, 
let them conſult our Hiſtorians, and 
they may ſee how the Malice of the one 
Was carried on with Fire and Faggot 
in Queen Mary's Reign, againſt all the 
Members of the Church of England; 
and how ſenſibly Churchmen felt the 


Hands 


5 
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of your Religion, is to pay that duri- 


(16) 
Hands of the other, may be read in 
the Hiſtory of the late unhappy and 


unnatural Rebellion. God Almighty 


complains, that he was Forty Years 
grieved with the Generation of the 
Jews, that they were a People that 
did err 1n their Heart, and would not 
know his Ways; but if the Council of 
the Almighty could be had, it may 
be ſaid, that he was more grieved with 
that Generation than any that went 


before them, or God forbid ſhould 


follow them ; theſe are freſh Inſtances 
of our boſom Enemies, and 1 ſhall 


not continue a relation, and wiſh I 


could have in ſilence paſſed that o- 
ver, and ſo ſhall endeavour to make 
ſuch Inferences from what has been 
ſaid, that 1 may encourage you to 
ſtand faſt in your Liberty, to be 
ſtrong, and to quit you like Men, 
and not be entangled again with the 


Toke of Bondage. 


The moſt powerful Preſervative to 
ſecure you in your Chriſtian Liberty, 
publickly to enjoy the ineſtimable 
bleſſing of performing all the Dutie: 


fu! 


= (1) 
ful Obedience and Subjection to the 
Governing Power, who under Chriſt 


is the Supreme, and by that Authority 
committed to him, (hacer your Lt- 
berty, by Patronizing your Performan- 
ces, and with the Sword defends the 
Church againſt all her Enemies ; in 
this, to Obey is better than to Sacri- 
fice, and how far others be deficient 
in their Duty and Allegiance, by the 

abuſe of that Liberty granted purely 
to protect tender Conſciences in the 
Exerciſe of their way of Worſhip, is 
to be no precedent for you; for if they 
ſhadow other Deſigns under this um- 
brage, and take too much upon 
them, they diſcover themſelves un- 
worthy ſuch Favours, which was in- 
tended to Tolerate, not to Legitimate ; 
for how gay and plaulible this Act of 
Toleration may appear to them, yet 
ſtill it does not juſtify any of their 
Errors; but is rather defign'd out of 
tender Com pa ſſion and fatherly Care, 
to heal the Breaches, and to deal the 


Differences among us, and ſtrictly to 
unite us in Church Communion. How 
far this Act is fruſtrated in its Aim and 
Deſign, is viſible 


in two particulats : 
C N 


(16) 


1 q o- 4 


In ſome it is apparent that their Reach- 

es are over. reaches, when they make the 
Name and Act ſubſervient ro ſupport 
and to preſerve à Party, not out of any 
Religious Deſiga; bur ſome ſecret in 
State,and by ſecuring a Party to their In- 
tereſt, with ſtrange Prepoſſeſſions and 
plauſible Pretences, carry on the Divi- 
ion, and make on it with Words, Li- 
bels and other Actions, a very deep 
Wound , which -at ſometimes looks 
ſeemingly heal'd and skin*d over, when 
the Innocent Party leaſt apprehends, 
dangerouſly breaks out into an Infected 
Gangrene not to be healed without 
deſperate Applications. The other 
Parry that abufe this Liberty, are ſuch 
whom. in Charity we call Diſſenting 
Brethren, who really upon ſome early 
Miſtakes occafion*d by Education, "have 
contracted ſuch Scruples in Mind, as 
obliges them to reſt diſſatisfied with 
ſme of our Ceremonies with which 
they cannot comply. If it be really 
thus with any, they may ſoon be over- 
come and prevaild with, when the 
real Defigns of retaining Ceremonies 
is out of no reſpect to old Superſtition, 
or of being fond of Novelties, but that 
| 5 they 
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they. are, deſign'd for certain Emblems 
to promote ECency and to advance 
Piety, and may. be changed according 
as Nations and Provinces think agrec- 
able- to the Word of God, Chriltian 
Simplicity, and the Conſtitution of 
State, which when once eſtabliſhed are 
not to be chang'd according as they 
will {uit this Age, or this Humour, 
but retain'd to keep up conſtant Rules; 
if thoſe thus poſe ſſed abuſe their Li- 
berty under the Civil Magiſtrate, by 
an obſtinate reſiſtance, and barefac'd 
5 bn to the Eftabliſhed Church, 
they forfeit the title to thè Umbrage 
and Shelter of that tender Act, and 
are to be avoided, prayed for, and pi- 
tied; and with neither of theſe are we 
to comply, but to ſtand faſt, 


Likewiſe Brethren, it we would 
regard the Words of my Text, we 
ought carefully to watch againſt all the 
Inſinuations of Crafty Men, whoſe 
Words are . ſmooth and gay, whoſe 
Reaſonings are cover'd over with ſuch 
plauſible Pretences, as too often 


gan a with the unlearned Crowd, 
with, | 


1 
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ole that are' related to them, 
ene he mg 
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or have any dependance upon 'them, 
and ſo gain them to their Party and 
Intereſt, and make them return with 
them, with the ſincereſt of their En- 
deavours, to be entangled with the Toke 
of Bondage. "ON 


This has been too viſible in the late 
unnatural Rebellion againſt our Sove- 
raign King George, in which I was too 
deeply concern'd, and am aſham'd to 
think of the Part I aQted therein: But 
ſince 1 am ſincerely convinced of my 
Error and Guilt, I am not aſhamed to 
Conſeſs it, and deſign to apply my Life 
which my Soveraign has Graciouſly 
given me, to caution and forewarn 
others never to be entangled again with 
the Toke of aint: > never to give cre- 
dit to the Surmiſes, the Alarms, the falſe 
Accuſations, and unjuſt Imputations, 
that make Men ſwer ve from their Duty 
to God, and Allegiance to their King. 
The Conſequence is legible in the Ruin 
of many poor and diſtreſsd Families; 
it is only for thoſe that delight in Blood, 
and Nero like, account the Flames that 
conſume their Neighboug's Houſe no- 
thing but a merry Bonefire, to _ 

uc 


3 3 
ſich Melancholly and Tragical Parts 
acted. Right hinkitg, mature and 
_ timely deliberation, will prevent the 
3 of Faction, and will inform the 

ind with the dire COnSEQUENCEs' 
that. ATTEND the Toke of Bondage. 
Arbitrary Power under a Popiſh Prince; 


have we not freſh Inſtances thereof ? 


May not the Caſe and Condition of a 
Neighbouring Nation, which now la- 
hours under that Yoke,be an example of 
Power and Force to prevail with Us to 
ftarid faſt in the Liberty wherewith Chriſt 
has made us free ? to enjoy the Comforts. 
of this Life peaceably, and ro ſecure. 
thoſe of another quietly ; having the 
free Exerciſe of our Religion ſecure, 
by the Faith of One whaſe Principles 
oblige him to keep Sacred whatever he 
ſolemnly Promiſes; having none of that 
Principle inſtilled into him, that Faith, 
Oaths and Promiſes, are not to be kept 
with Hereticks, of which we of the 
Church of England are accounted the 
worſt by thoſe of the Church of Rome, 
and therefore matters of ſuch great 
moment, as the enjoy ment of our 
Church Diſcipline, and our Liberties 
and Properties, are not to be put into 
a | the 


t ands Po WE .of ſuch: Who 
055 99 un 21 wo he 4 and be-. 
_ us of Oh portunity 


ſerves. Late Farce is 'ﬆþh iN our 
memories; ſo be not 1 GFR with 
the Toke of Barter 0 FA 3h & 


& Brethern, 190 m. y. en- 
mo e 120 N 5 the Goſpel 
to all thoſe that diſcharge, their; incum- 
boa Duty, ſtudy to lay aſidę all Fact ion 
ad Animolities, all Feuds And. Ill. 
1 ry Nude of. a Wb 
valuntary, complying in Love and Uni- 
Brotherly, 2255 and Charity, the 
Ming Characters of out. Holy Reli- 
gion ;, o ane e may ſtrictly unite to. 
value all the Comforts, and. Bleſſings 
Which t e A0 mighty pours down upon 
our private. 2 Neceſſities as well as pub- 
lick Wants, and not by our ſtrivings 
oyoke him to Wrath; for our abuſe 
7 aygurs, juſtly call for a ſcourge : 
Sande betray our ſelves, when 
about empty Titles and 
den, contrived by, an Enemy 
thai ftud 69 cur. Ruin, by dividing us,. 
that. 0 our, Hands being made feeble, 
a mag get the Command over us, 
an 
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and entangle #s with the Tale of Bondage. 


Let Tears and Prayers be poured out, 


that we may regain the ſpouſe of Chriſt, 
that Divine Virtue of Charity which 
ſeems to have fled Chriſtians Breaſts and 
Churches ; Let us ſeek Her till we find 
Her, whoſe healing Qualities will recon- 
cile all our Differences, and heal all 
our Breaches, and ſo make us a happy 
People, under the benign influences of 
an indulgent Parent: Let it therefore 
be our joynt and (incere endeavours to 
obtain that which will Crown all our 
Days with Peace and Tranquility; that 
we may enjoy the Liberty wherewith Chriſt 
has made us free, and let us not again be 
entangled wit the Toke of Bondage. Which 
God of his Infinite Goodneſs grant all of us 
may ſincerely do to the good of our own 


Svals, and the ſetting forth of God's Glory, 


| To God the Father, Son and Holy Ghoſt, 
be all Honour and Glory, &c. 


Fͤ . 


i. 


ERRAT 4A 


Age 1, Line 14, for ſeem, read ſcem d; p. 97 J. 24? 
for ſo true is that, r. ſo true it is that ; p. 10, 1.16? 
5 | 


I that, r. who ; l. 28, for w, r. bim. 


